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control machines becomes intolerable; it would mean the
ruin of society and the State.

In any case, each control machine is out to secure perma-
nent and absolute power over the State. One of the rivals
emerges as victor. A single party machine secures dominance;
party and State become identical. The dictator over the
party becomes dictator over the State. The process is
irresistible and only logical. Thus all that remains of
democracy is the wire-pulling. Public opinion and the
emergence of political aims are phenomena that can be
produced in any desired form by suitable manipulation.

The political realities must no longer be sought in the
ostensible arena of democratic life, but in the work done in the
offices of the ruling elite. All that remains possible is an
"enlightened despotism," which leaves the masses no real
say in political decisions, but compensates them by giving
them the feeling that what is done is an expression of their
political will. Political power is wielded by the personal
elite grouped round the dictator. This elite, like an Order,
selects its own members; it does so only after the closest
scrutiny, and maintains conformity by the most rigid
discipline.

The working masses, and even the lower middle class
and the former higher grades of society, will have no further
interest in political rights. They can be completely satisfied
and diverted from politics by the concession of economic
privileges or an improvement of the general standard of life.
Wage questions will present no difficulty in the great
territorial States of the future. The undeveloped markets
will call for an increase in purchasing power, with the object
of increasing turnover. A general rise in prosperity will be
the natural consequence of the ending of the struggle for the
new continents. Many social services now deemed Utopian
will become possible. Limitations of working hours, leisure
periods, holiday trips, and many material alleviations, will
become attainable to an extent far exceeding the demands of
the Socialist leaders.

I need not further pursue this chain of ideas. Their
starting point is not to be found in the egoistic attitude to
industry of the great industrialist who wants to be "master